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"  Read  not  to  coniraiiH  or  confute,  mr  to  lelk've  and 
"  take  for  granted,  nor  to  find  matter  for  d'lfcourfe  ;  but 
"   to  lueigh  and confder."  Bacon, 

THE 


^LAWFULNESS 


OF 

DEFENSIVE  WAR 

UPON 

CHRISTIAN    PRINCIPLES 

IMPARTIALLY  CONSIDERED. 


By  a  CiEBGYMAN  of  the  Church  of  England. 


"  1  am  pained  at  my  very  heart*-I  cannot  hold  my 
**  peace,  becaufe  thou  haft  heard,  O  my  foul,  the  found  of 
**  the  trumpet,  the  alarm  of  "war."     Jer.  iv,   19, 


LONDON: 

rRINTED  FOR  AMD  SOLD  BY  DARTON  AND  HARVITj 
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1798. 


"  Bijhip.  Will  you  be  ready  with  all  faithful 
♦•  diligence,  to  banifh  and  drive  away  all  erroneous 
"  .and  ftrangei/oiS'ri»«,  contrary  to  God's  -word,  &c.? 

"  Anffjer.     I  will,  &c. 

"  Bijhop,  Will  you  maintain  and  fet  forrwards,  as 
"  much  as  lieth  in  you,  quietnefs,  peace,  and  love 
*'  among  Chrifiian  people,  &c.  ? 

«'  Anjiver,  I  will  do  fo,  the  Lord  being  my  helper." 

(S« — The  Form  of  confecrating  Bijhops,  fcfr. 
according  to  tiie  Order  of  the  Church  of 
England.) 


THE 

LAWFULNESS 

OF 

DEFENSIVE    WAR 

IMPARTIALLY   CONSIDERED. 


^  I  ■'O  deprive  a  fellow-creature  of  exiftence,  in 
■*-  any  cafe  or  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  is 
a  very  awful  thing.  Thofe  arguments,  which 
anfwcr  to  the  feelings  of  every  humane  heart  on 
this  important  fubjeft,  are  certainly  deferving 
of  a  few  moments  confideration.  As  nature, 
humanity,  and  religion  are  the  advocates  for 
mercy,  fo  intereft,  pride,  and  avarice  are  their 
oppofers ;  and  to  which  of  thefe  it  is  moft  fafe 
to  liften,  and  on  which  fide  we  may  moll  fe- 
curely  depend  for  decifion,  in  cafes,  where  the 
deareft  privileges  of  our  fellow-mortals  are  at 
ftake,  we  need  but  little  reflection  to  determine. 

Such  is  now  the  general  opinion  concerning 

oftenfive  war,-  that  very  few,  if  any,  will  attempt 

to  juftity  it — and  yet  there  are  many,  who  argue 
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■with  fuch  a  degree  of  fpecioufnefs  and  plaufi- 
bility  in  behalf  of  defenfive  war,  that  even  good 
men  are  led  into  a  perfuafion,  that  it  is  juftifiable 
tor  Chriftians  to  engage  in  it,  for  the  fafety  and 
defence  of  their  country,  families,  liberty,  civil 
rights,  &c.  and  to  fave  themfelves  from  being 
deftroyed  by  their  enemies. 

Though  Vv-ar  in  general  may  appear  to  be 
inconfiftent  with  the  doftrines  of  the  Gofpel  ; 
yet  it  may  be  faiJ  that  it  was  permitted  and  even 
commanded  to  the  Jews  under  the  Mofaic  dif- 
penfation.  And,  in  the  early  ages  of  the  church, 
many  Chriftians  ferved  in  a  military  capacity 
under  Conftantine,  and  other  emperors  profcding 
Chriftianity.  And,  although  there  will  come  a 
time  of  univerfal  peace  upon  earth,  that  time  is 
not  yet  come  :  it  concerns  us  therefore,  in  the 
mean  while,  to  choofe  the  lefs  of  two  evils, 
where  one  of  them  mufl:  be  endured  ;  and,  it  is 
better  to  engage  in  war,  though  it  be  attended 
with  many  bad  confequenccs,  than  by  declining 
it,  fubje£l  ourfelves  and  others  to  yet  greater 
calamities. 

This,  I  apprehend,  is  the  fum  of  all  that  can 
be  faid  by  the  profeffors  of  Chriftianity  in  behalf 
of  defenfive  war ;  and  plaufible  as  it  may  feem 
at  firft  fight,  yet  upon  a  little  inquiry,  it  will  be 

found 
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found   to   reft   but    on    a    weak    and   tottering 
foundation. 

Let  it  not  be  thought,  that  the  arguments  now 
ofFered  upon  this  fubjeft  are  confidered  as  by  any 
means  necefTary  to  fupport  that  doftrine  of  uiii- 
verjal  forbcnraiice'*,  which  ought  to  be  the  duty, 
ant  certaiiily  is  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of 
every  Chriltian  to  recommend  to  the  world,  both 

*  That  the  precepts  of  Chrill  and  his  apoflles  are 
direflly  In  favour  of  this  doflrine,  I  prefume,  no  one  can 
deny,  and  yet  we  are  told  by  very  high  authority,  that 
many  of  thofe  precepts  are  "  hut  Jlrong  Orientalidioms,''^ 
and  therefore,  not  to  be  taken  literally.  But  how  can  we 
better  judge  of  the  precife  meaning  of  the  precepts  of  any 
teachers,  than  by  comparing  them  with  their  own  praflice, 
and  making  their  aflions  a  comment  (and  what  furer  com- 
ment can  we  have)  upon  their  doftrine  ?  The  word  and 
works  of  Chrift  appear  in  perfefl  unifon— as  two  unde- 
niable wltneffes  they  join  in  bearing  the  moft  conclufive 
evidence  againft  all  fury,  contention,-  and  (Irifc.  What 
arguments  then  of  human  wifdom  can  poffefs  force  fufficient 
to  difannul  fuch  an  authority  ? 

"  We  are  not  at  liberty  to  blend  human  inventions  with 
"  pure  revelation  from  Go  J.  Our  holy  faith,  when  preffed 
"  into  fuch  an  union,  is  injured  by  it,  fince  it  becomes 
"  difficult  to  diftinguifli  between  the  pure  principle,  and  its 
"  debafcment  by  intermixture." 

Bp.  o/"  Bristol's  Senwn  on  the 
general Fajl,  March  7,  1798. 
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by  precept  and  example : — that  doflrine  refts 
upon  an  immovable  bafis.  The  following  pages 
are  deligned  as  an  humble  endeavour  to  obviate 
tlie  prejudices  of  thofe,  who  fincerely  defire  to 
arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ;  but  have 
ftumbling-blocks  thrown  in  their  way,  by  the 
advocates  of  thofe  ideal  virtues,  which  have  long 
dazzled  and  deluded  mankind  by  their  falfe  glare 
and  tinfel  fplendor :  and  which  are  the  more 
dangerous,  as  being  often  fuggefted  by  the 
emiflaries  of  darknefs,  veiled  under  the  appear- 
ance of  angels  of  light. 

It  having  been  recorded  in  the  Old  Teftament, 
that  war  was  permitted,  and  on  fome  occafions 
even  commanded  to  the  Jews  ;  fome  have  been 
led  to  argue  from  this  circumilance,  that  war  is 
therefore  lawful  to  Chrirtians  alfo.  But  not  to 
mention,  that  many  things  were  allowed  to  the 
Ifraelites  on  account  of  the  hardnefs  of  their 
heart  ;  and  that  we  do  not  live  under  the  Mofaic 
difpenfation  ;  it  feems  remarkable,  and  truly 
deferving  of  attention,  that  fince  the  promul- 
gation of  the  Gofpel,  the  Jews  have  been  driven 
from  their  own  country,  and  not  having  any 
civil  authority  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth, 
this  their  right  (or  rather,  allowance)  of  war  is, 
and  is  likely  to  remain,  for  ever  fufpended,  for 
"  Jeiufalem  (hall  be  trodden  under  foot  of  the 

<*  Gentiles, 
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"  Gentiles,  until  the  time  of  the  Gentiles  be 
"  fulfilled."     Luke  xxi.  24. 

The  Jews  pradlifed  wars,  and  fome  other 
things  of  a  fimilar  nature,  under  a  law  from 
heaven  ;  but,  by  its  being  now  taken  away. 
Divine  Providence  feems  to  fignify,  that  the 
power  once  granted  to  that  peculiar  people  (for 
reafons  known  only  to  Infinite  WifJom)  is  now 
refumed  by  that  Being,  who  has  the  fole  right 
of  delegating  fuch  authority  to  mortals  :  and, 
that  every  one  who  afiumes  it  without  being  in 
like  manner  authorifed,  can  be  regarded  in  no 
other  light  than  as  a  tranfgrelTor  of  the  divine 
law,  and  an  encroacher  on  the  prerogative  of 
the  Creator. 

Should  it  be  aflerted  and  acknowledged,  that 
Chriftians  were  engaged  in  a  military  capacity 
during  the  early  ages  of  the  church  ;  yet  would 
it  by  no  means  juftify  Chriilians  of  the  prefent 
day  in  following  their  example,  if  we  do  not 
find  the  praftice  to  have  been  diftated  and  war- 
ranted by  the  precepts  and  example  of  Chrifh 
The  miftakes  of  thofe,  who  in  one  age  profeffed 
themfelves  his  difciples,  will  not  excufe  the  mif- 
condudl  of  thofe  who  alfijme  the  fame  charader 
in  another.  The  queflion  is  not,  what  Chrillians 
have  done  ? — but,  what  they  ought  to  have  done? 

and, 
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and,  what  Clirlfl  has  commanded  both  them  and 
us  to  do  ?  Otherwife,  the  temporifing  of  Peter 
with  the  Jewifh  converts  might  be  alleged  in 
favour  of  many  unjuftifiable  liberties  taken  by 
the  prefent  teachers  and  profeflbrs  of  Chriftianity, 
or  the  difpute  between  Barnabas  and  Saul  be 
confidered  as  a  fufficient  warrant  for  all  the 
iinkindnefs  and  cruelty  which  has  bL-en  fince 
exercifed  in  the  fierce  contentions  of  Chriftian 
profeiTors  with  each  other. 

When  Peter,  under  the  influence  of  his  natu- 
rally warm  temper,  and  hafty  miftaken  zeal  for 
his  mailer's  fervice,  had  recourfe  to  the  fworJ, 
and  cut  off  the  ear  of  Malchus,  who  had  been 
fent  among  others  to  apprehend  Jelus  ;  the  bene- 
volent Redeemer  of  mankind  miraculouily  healed 
the  wound  given  by  the  rafli  hand  of  hisdifciple, 
and  rebuked  him  with  this  memorable  fentence, 
•'  Put  up  again  thy  fword  into  its  place,  for  all 
**  they  that  take  the  fword  fhall  perifh  with  the 
"  fword."  This  rebuke  was  evidently  not 
confined  to  Peter,  who  (it  is  remarkable)  as  he 
was  fo  ready  to  ufe  violence  in  defence  of  our 
Saviour,  was  alfo  the  firft  to  deny  him  ;  but 
prophetically  extends  to  all  of  every  age,  who, 
under  the  name  of  Chridians,  fliould  in  this 
refpetS  follow  Peter's  example,  as  the  hiflory  of 
the  Chriftian  church,    and  the  many  furpriling 

changes 
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changes  that  are  taking  place  in  the  world  at  the 
prefent  moment,  may  ferve  to  convince  us. 

Under  the  fandion  of  Peter's  venerable  name, 
the  church  of  Rome,  who  boaft  of  him  as  their 
head,  have  often  (hewn  the  fame  intemperate 
Zeal  by  which  he  tnore  than  once  inadvertently 
fullied  his  chara£ter  ;  and  have  ufed  the  weapons 
of  carnal  warfare — the  implements  of  deflruc- 
tion,  as  inftruments  for  propagating  the  doftrines 
of  him,  who  declared,  that  he  came  not  to  dejiroy 
men's  lives,  but  to  fave  them.  Through  fuch 
means  the  Roman  pontiffs  were  once  raifed  to 
more  than  regal  authority  ;  and  the  crozier  of 
the  pretended  fucceffor  of  the  poor  fifherman  of 
Bethfaida  bore  a  greater  fway  than  all  the  fcep- 
tres  on  the  earth  ;  but  it  is  obfervable,  that  by 
the  fame  means  they  declined  more  rapidly  than 
they  arofe. 

Antlchriji,  to  whom  it  was  given  to  make  war, 
is  the  direct  oppofer  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the 
Saviour  of  men  ;  and  therefore  is  very  emphati- 
cally ftyled  the  dejlroyer : — and  all  who  maintain 
this  truly  antichrillian  doftrine  of  the  lawfulnefs 
of  war,  do  thereby  prove,  that  however  they 
may  differ  in  other  refpccls  from  the  Romifh 
church,  or  refine  upon  each  other,  their  defcent 
is  from  one  cotnmon  parent ;  and  that,  whatever 

clfe 
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elfe  they  may  be,  they  certainly  are  not  the  real 
fubjeds  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

The  love  of  our  country*  is  a  plea  frequently 
urged  in  favour  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  war,  and 

*  "  Chriftianity  in  its  regards,  fieps  beyond  the  narrow 
"  bounds  of  national  advantage,  in  queft  of  univeifal 
"  good  ;  it  does  not  encourage  particular  patriotifm  in  op- 
"  pofition  to  general  benignity;  or  prompt  to  love  out 
"  country  at  the  expence  of  our  integrity ;  or  allow  us  to 
"  indulge  our  paflions  to  the  detriment  of  thoufands.  It 
"  looks  upon  all  the  human  race  as  children  of  the  fame 
"  father,  and  wilhes  them  equal  blellings  :  in  ordering  u» 
"  to  do  good,  to  love  as  brethren,  to  forgive  injuries,  and 
"  to  ftudy  peace ;  it  quite  annihilates  the  difpoCtion  for 
"  martial  glory,  and  utterly  debafes  the  pomp  of  war." 

Sermon  on  (fa.  ii.  4.  iy  Bp.  Watson. 

"  With  refpeft  to  politics,  in  the  ufual  fenfe  of  that 
"  word,  or  difcuITion  concerning  different  forms  of  govern- 
"  ment,  Chriftianity  declines  every  queftion  upon  the 
"  fubjeft.  Whilft  politicians  are  difputing  about  mo- 
*'  narchies,  ariftocracics,  and  republics,  Chriftianity  is  alike 
"  applicable,  ufeful,  and  friendly  to  them  all  ;  inafmuch 
"  as  it  tends  to  make  men  virtuous ;  and  it  iseaficr  to  govern 
"  good  men  than  bad  men  under  any  conftitution  :  as  it 
"  flates  obedience  to  government  in  ordinary  cafes,  to  be 
"  not  merely  a  fubmiffion  to  force,  but  a  duty  of  con- 
"  fcience:  as  it  induces  difpofitions  favourable  to  public 
"  tranquiUiiv,  a  Ghriftian's  chief  care  being  to  pafs  quietly 
o  a  better." 

I' A  L  E  V  .—Evidences  of  Ckdjlianiiy. 
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as  an   excufe   for  cng.iging  in  hoflilities.     But 
what  is  the   love  of  our  country,  if  oppofed  to 
the  law  of  Chrift,  but  a  blind  and  fclfifh  attach- 
ment to  that  particle  of  earth  on  which  we  drew 
our  firft  breath,  or  on  which  we  happen  to  live. 
The  benevolence  of  a  Chriftian  mind,  derived 
as  it  is   from   a   higher  fource,  is   not   confined 
within  fuch  narrow  bounds.      It   confiders  the 
world  itfelf  but  as  a  temporary  ftage,  and  all  its 
inhabitants  as  brethren — as  iellow-travellers  to- 
wards a  better  country.     In  every  human  being 
the  Chriftian  beholds  a  child  of  thofe  common 
parents,  from  whom  he  alfo  derives  his  exiftence, 
a  creature  of   the   fame  almighty   power  with 
himfelf,  and  of  that  form,  in  which  the  Divine 
Word  united  itfelf  to  human  nature,  and  went 
about   doing   good.       Nor   does   this   affedlion, 
which    is   univerfal   and   unlimited,    hinder  the 
Chriftian  from  joining  in  the  exclamation  of  the 
patriot,   "  I    love  my  country."      I  cannot,   he 
may  fay,  but  feel  an  affeftion  to  my  native  land  ; 
but  the  love  of  which  the  whole   world  is  the 
cbjed,  leads  me  to  think,  that  the  happinefs  of 
the  whole  is  not  increafed  by  the  mifery  of  a 
part.      I    am  rather  rejoiced  to  perceive  that  in 
knowing  and  praflifing  the  things  which  belong 
to  my  own  peace,   I  am  contributing  in  the  beft 
manner  I  am  able,  to  the  true  intereft  and  real 
welfare  of  all.     The  increafe  of  the  riches  of 

what 
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what  is  but  a  part,  delights  not  me  fo  much  as 
the  improvement  of  its  morals.  I  had  rather 
behold  my  countrymen  honeft,  induftrious,  and 
benevolent,  though  poor  and  lowly,  than  fee 
them  corrupted  and  enflaved  by  wealth,  luxury, 
and  fplendor.  Better,  far  better  would  it  be  for 
me,  as  an  individual,  to  refign  whatever  I 
poffefs,  than  that  one  human  being  fhould  be 
deftroyed  in  my  defence.  All  worldly  enjoy- 
ments are  trifles,  in  my  eftimation,  when  put 
in  the  fcale  againft  a  fellow-creature's  life. 
Humanity  forbids  me  to  defire  that  any  one 
might  be  feduced  by  alluring  promifes  and 
fpecious  pretences,  into  the  commiffion  of  enor- 
mities, at  the  bare  mention  of  which  my  foul 
fhudders  with  horror,  that  I  may  remain  eafy 
and  fecure  in  my  poJeflions  !  And  how  would 
my  heart  bleed,  and  my  mind  be  agonized  at  the 
thought  of  my  poorer  neighbour's  being  dragged 
from  his  much-loved  home  on  my  accpunt ;  un- 
willingly forced  from  the  few  comforts  he  is 
bleffed  with — from  the  moft  pleafing  prcfpeSs 
and  engagements  of  life — the  embraces  of  his 
dear  wife  and  children,  dearer,  perhaps,  to  him 
than  all  that  this  world  could  beftow  without 
them — to  leave  the  innocent  and  delightful  talk 
of  labouring  for  their  fupport,  and  be  forced  into 
the  field  of  (laughter  ;  that  I  may  be  fpicndidly 
attended,  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and 
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fare  fumptuoufly — though  he  who  died  for  the 
falvation  of  us  both,  and  whofe  difciple  I  profefs 
myfelf  to  be,  had  not  where  to  reft  his  head ; 
and  when  he  laid  down  liis  life,  was  obliged  to 
the  charity  of  a  Jew,  for  a  fepulchre  to  flielter 
him  from  the  infult  of  his  enemies. 

The  lore  of  our  country  is  too  often  made  a 
fpecious  pretence  for  indulging  our  ambition  ; 
it  ferves  as  a  mafk  to  cover  the  pride  and  difcon- 
tent  of  one,  the  tyranny  and  haughtinefs  of 
another,  and  the  interefted  felfifhnefs  of  all.  It 
is,  in  fad,  but  a  popular  name  for  an  immo- 
derate felf-love,  difguifed  under  the  fair,  but 
falfe  charaSer  of  an  ardent  dcfire  for  the  genera! 
welfare  of  our  fellow-countrymen. 

How  many  flaming  patriots  have  there  been, 
who  were  ready  to  bawl  and  fight  for  their 
country,  while  they  remained  in  poflcilion  of  its 
emoluments  and  honours  :  but,  no  fooner  have 
they  been  ftript  of  the  borrowed  plumes,  than 
their  poor  forfaken  country  has  had  to  feek  other 
champions  ;  and,  perhaps,  even  for  her  defence 
againft  their  difcontent,  fullenncfs,  and  revenge. 
Again,  how  many  of  the  champions  of  liberty 
have  been  loud  in  their  vociferations  againft  cor- 
ruption, &c.  and  ambitious  of  reducing  all  to 
the  fame  level  with  themfelves — till  a  glittering 
B  bribe 
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bribe  has  been  hung  within  their  reach,  and  they 
%verc  led  to  the  banquet  which  power  and  wealth 
provide  for  their  deluded  votaries  ;  fcarce  have 
their  lips  touched  the  Circean  cup,  before  they 
have  funk  down  inebriated  by  the  fatal  draught, 
and  yielded  themfelves  unrefifting  viftims  to 
that  (lavery,  which  they  once  pretended  to 
defpife. 

Are  wetTien,  as  I  have  heard  it  exprefTed,  to 
give  up  our  libertv,  civil  rights,  &c. — quietly 
to  iit  ftill  and  fufFer  them  to  be  torn  from  us, 
without  even  attempting  to  defend  them,  or 
making  any  retaliation  for  the  injuries  we 
fuftaan  ?  that  is,  in  other  words,  are  we  pa- 
tiently to  endure  the  fpoiling  and  lofs  of  our 
goods  ;  or,  are  wc  to  rulh  into  murder,  and  in 
determined  oppofrtion  to  the  will  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  to  hazard  otir  eternal  welfare  in  defence 
of  the  tranfitory  conveniences  and  accommoda- 
tions of  this  life  ?  This  qncftion,  under  either 
form,  has  its  full  anfwer  in  the  words  of  one 
vifer  than  the  fons  of  men,  "  \'<  hat  fhall  if 
"  profit  a  man,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and 
"  lofe  his  own  foul  ;  or,  what  (hall  a  man  give 
"  in^xchan^e  for  iys  foul  ? " 

Our  liberty^  civil  rights,    &c.   are  certainly 
bleflings,  while  they  can  be  enjoyed  with  inno- 
cence. 
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cence,  or  be  obtained  without  being  piirchafed 
by  a  crime  ;  but  they  are  blciTings  to  us  only  as 
we  make  a  right  ufc  of  them.  At  beft,  they 
relate  to  this  life  alone,  and  like  the  fafhion  of 
the  world  to  which  they  belong,  they  are 
rapidly  paflint;  av/ay.  A  few  fleeting  years  will 
inevitably  clofe  our  eyes  to  all  terreflrial  objefts, 
and  place  us  beyond  the  reach  of  the  highell 
wordly  privilege  or  advantage  ;  and  then,  what 
will  be  their  value  to  us  ?  Again,  we  are 
apt  to  entertain  falfe  ideas  of  thcfe  much  dcfircd 
enjoyments,  for  want  of  inquiring  into  their 
intrinlic  value,  and  confidering  how  few  of  them 
contribute  to  the  real  comfort  of  life,  and  how- 
little  the  folid  fatisfa£tion  of  the  mind  depends 
upon  external  circumftances  ;  for  want  of  an 
impartial  examination  of  the  ground  on  which 
we  build  our  opinion  of  earthly  things.  \Vc 
forget,  that  the  happinefs  of  man  confifteth  not 
in  the  abundance  of  his  poire/lions  ;  that  with 
gold  he  often  heaps  up  trouble  ;  and  that  he  can 
carry  nothing  away  with  him  when  he  dietli, 
but  the  regifter  of  an  approving  or  guilty 
confcience. 

For  a  nation  to  fend  its  thoufands  into  the  field 
of  battle,   or  into  a   foreign  land  to  meet  thofe 
enemies,  who  otherwife  might  become  the  in- 
vaders, is  committing  a  real  and  certain  evil,  in 
B  2  order 
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order  to  avoid  that  which  is  only  fuppofed  and 
uncertain. 

The  dread  of  being  deftroyed  bv  our  enemies, 
if  we  do  not  go  to  war  with  them,  is  the  effcft 
of  a  guilty  confcience,  and  can  never  be  confi- 
dered  by  Chriftians  as  any  thing  but  mere  folly 
and  delufion  ;  for  however  fpecioufly  if  may  be 
gloffed  over,  it  is  a  plain  and  unequivocal  proof 
of  our  difbelief  in  the  fuperintendence  of  Divine 
Providence,  and  that  we  had  rather  depend  for 
proteftion  upon  man,  the  child  of  duft  and 
creature  of  a  day,  than  on  that  Supreme  Almighty 
Governor,  in  whofe  hands  are  the  iffues  of  life 
and  death. 

The  wrath  ef  man  worketh  not  the  rightemfnefs 
ef  God.  Does  Omnipotence  need  the  feeble  aid 
of  human  power  (the  chariots  of  I/rael  and  the 
borjenun)  to  compel  men  to  obey  the  dilates  of 
Infinite  Wifdom  ?  If  war  is  to  be  by  war 
deftroyed,  and  mortal  pride  to  be  fubdued  by 
mortal  force,  why  bled  Jefus  on  the  crofs  ?  Why 
were  thofe  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy, 
whipped  to  death,  Jloned,  exiled,  i^c,'.  Heb.  xi.  Why 
was  Chriftianity  eftablilhed  through  the  fufFerings, 
forbearance,  and  humility  of  its  profeirors  ? 
Why  are  there  left  upon  record  precepts  that  dif- 
countenance  every  propcnlity  to  revenge  or  reta- 
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Hation  ?  And  why  did  the  lives  and  adllons  of 
the  Author  of  our  faith,  and  his  apoftles,  hold 
up  fo  glorious  and  bright  an  example,  to  encou- 
rage us  to  enter  upon  the  paths  of  peace,  if 
Chriftians  of  the  prefent  day  be  at  liberty  to 
neglefi:  and  difregard  it,  fnatching  vengeance 
from  the  hand  of  Him  to  whom  alone  vengeance 
belonzeth  P 

That  there  "vvill  come  a  time,  when  univerfal 
peace  fhall  reign  upon  earth,  feems  to  have 
become  almoft  a  general  belief;  but,  it  is  alleged 
that  the  time  is  not  yet-r-that  this  is  not  the  age 
in  which  it  is  to  take  place.  This,  indeed,  may 
not  be  the  time,  when  all  men  will  fubmit  to  be 
guided  in  their  adlionsby  the  harmonizing  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gofpel,  and  to  live  together  in 
undiirembled  amity  and  love  ;  yet  this  is  the 
time,  when  true  Chriftian  charity  ought  to 
poflefs  and  govern  the  hearts  and  lives  of  all, 
whofe  minds  are  enlightened  by  the  Sun  of 
Righteoufnefs  ;  who  protefs  themfelves  fubje£ls 
to  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  fee  the  neceffity 
of  an  unreferved  obedience  to  the  diftates  of  his 
fpirit — to  thefe  furely  the  time  is  come. 

If  men  become  not   Chtiftians  individually, 

and  bear  not  their  teftimony  to  the  defign  and 

fnd  of  the  Gofpel,  in  oppofition  to  every  thing 
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that  militates  againft  it ;  how  is  the  reign  of 
righteoufnefs  and  peace  to  be  pfomoted,  and  how 
is  if  eVel"  te  becbfne  general  ?  If  we  do  not 
teecbtrte  peace-rfiakefs  now,  when  are  we  to 
iftake  good  oUr  title  to  that  character  ;  and  what 
will  the  Continual  expfeflion  of,  let  thy  kingdom 
cmi,  dnd  thy  tuill  hi  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven 
avail  us  ?  Our  good-will  to  men  can  no  other- 
wife  be  rightly  manifefted  than  by  our  obedience 
to  him  who  died  fot  theif  falvatibn  ;  and,  upon 
no  other  foundation  can  we  fafely  reft  our  hopes 
of  fliaring  in  the  reward  of  the  faithful  and 
wife  ferv'ant  who  did  his  mafter's  will. 

War  being  the  fcoutge,  as  well  as  efFeft  of 
iftoral  depravity,  it  may  not  be  confiftent  with 
the  purpofes  of  Divine  Wifdom,  that  an  end 
(hould  at  this  time  be  put  to  it  every  where  ;  yet, 
as  Providence  has  kindly  permitted  us  the  oppor- 
tunity of  withdrawing  our  aid  and  aflent  from 
hi  enormities^  of  refraining  from  blood-guilti- 
hefs)  and  pollibly  of  fefcuing  fome  few  of  ouf 
fellow-creature's  from  the  remorfc,  kc.  attendant 
tiJJbn  ftSch  pi-aflices ;  this  may,  pt:rhaps,  be  part 
of  the  work  aligned  us  aS  inttividuals  ;  and  for 
the  negleft  of  which,  thofe  who  arc  convinced 
of  its  importance  may  have  to  ahfwcr. 

Why  art  wc  to  withhold  our  obedience  to 
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Chrid  in  this  refpeft,  until  all  men  are  agreed, 
more  than  in  any  other  ?  We  might  with  an 
equal  degree  of  propriety,  plead  the  fame  excufe 
for  withholding  our  obedience  from  all  the  other 
precepts  of  the  Gofpel  ;  and  pretend  thus  to 
juftify  ourfelves  for  theft,  adultery,  drunken- 
nefs,  and  every  other  evil.  All  the  laws  of 
Chriil  are  certainly  of  indifpenfable  obligation, 
and  the  obfervance  of  every  one  of  them  is  there- 
fore elfential  to  the  well-being,  as  well  as  the 
charadter  of  a  Chriftian. 

There  are  many,  who  from  a  natural  tender- 
nefs  of  heart,  can  feel  very  fenfibly  for  thofe 
who  among  their  nearer  connedtions  meet  with 
difafters,  difappointments,  and  affliftion  ;  and 
are  ready  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  alleviate 
them,  when  they  fall  within  the  compafs  of 
their  immediate  obfervation  ;  yet  can  read  or 
talk  of  the  miferies  and  defolation  of  war  (though 
unavoidably  fatal  to  the  morals,  comfort,  and 
happinefs,  as  well  as  to  the  lives  of  thoufands) 
without  a  (igh,  or  giving  themfelves  hardly  a 
moment's  concern  ;  nay,  can  even  plead  at 
times  in  excufe  for  war,  that  it  is  a  necefTary 
evil  ?  But,  whence  this  ftrange  contradidion, 
this  glaring  inconliftency  in  the  conduft  of  rea- 
fonable  beings,  but  from  the  felfifhnefs  of  our 
corrupt  nature,    which  prevents  us  from  being 

affedled 
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affeiSled  with  thofe  diftrefies  from  which  we  are 
exempted  by  our  fituations  in  life  ?  We  are  apt 
to  regard  mankind  only  as  they  ftand  connefted 
with  ourfelves,  are  of  our  own  language,  and 
agreeable  to  us  In  their  manners,  or  ferviceable 
in  the  promotion  of  our  worldly  intereft  and 
enjoyments-;  forgetting  that  every  child  of  for- 
row  is  our.  brother,  and  capable  of  the  fame 
fenfations  with  ourfelves.  But  it  is  not  enough 
that  we  heave  an  involuntary,  figh,  or  drop  an 
GGcafional  tear,  at  the  recital  of  human  mifery ; 
our  hearts  mull  be  enlarged  and  our  hands  ex- 
tended for  the  confolation  and  relief  of  all  who 
jiand  in  need  of  our  afliftance  :  what  little 
power,  intereft,  or  ability  we  may  be  blefled 
with  (however  fmall)  ought  to  be  exerted  in 
promoting  every  thing  that  may  tend,  even  in 
the  remotefl  degree,  to  mitigate  and  lelfen  the 
fufFerings  of  mankind.  And  what  can  tend  fo 
much  to  this  great  and  benevolent  purpofe,  as 
the  removal  of  thofe  obftacles*  which  hinder  the 

fpirit 

*  "  While  human  learning  is  making  a  rapid  progiefs  in 
"  its  various  branches,  the  religioji  of  Chrill  is  almoft 
"  every  where  overwhelmed  by  human  formularies  and 
"  fyflcms.  Chriflianity  can  never  have  its  free  courfc 
"  among  men  of  improved  undetllandings,  and  even  among 
*'  rational  creatures  in  general,  while  grofs  mifrepre- 
"  fentations  of  it  are  fubftituted  in  (be  place  of  the  Cmple 
41  and  perfcft  original."  Bp.  Newcombe. 
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fpirit  of  Chriftianity  from  fticdding  its  benign 
and  healing  influence  over  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth  ?  We  fhould  endeavour  to  open  the  eyes 
of  our  fellow-creatures  to  their  true  intereft, 
and  convince  them  that  our  individual  happinefs 
is  beft  promoted  by  our  united  exertions  for  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  the  whole  human  race  ; 
for  we  are  members  one  of  another,  and  if  one 
member  fuffer,  all  the  members  (liould  feel  and 
fuffijr  with  it. 

But  mankind  can  never  come  into  a  ftate  of 
concord  with  each  other,  or  continue  in  it  for 
any  length  of  time,  fo  long  as  they  are  governed 
by  their  lufts,  ambition,  avarice,  and  revenge  j 
they  muft  be  freed  from  the  tyranny  of  thefe, 
to  fit  them  for  that  much  defired  age  of  univerfal 
peace,  which  the  Scriptures  teach  us  to  look 
for :  and,  as  he  who  experiences  this  work  to  be 

"If  Chridianity  were  dripped  of  all  difguifes,  and  (hewn 
"  in  her  native  Cmplicity  and  beauty,  juft  as  fhe  defcended 
"  from  heaven  i  all  objeflions  to  her  divine  origin  would 
"  immediately  vanifli." 

Farmer  en  the  Temptation  in  the  Wildernefs. 

"  The  taking  away  falfe  foundations  is  not  to  the  preju- 
y  dice,  but  advantage  of  truth,  which  is  never  injured  or 
"  endangered  fo  much,  as  when  mixed  with,  or  built  on, 
"  falfcbood."  L.OQKE  on  Human  Underjianding, 
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cffeiStcd  in  his  own  heart,  contributes  to  its  ad- 
vancement, fo,  on  the  contrary,  he  who  with- 
holds the  ailillance  he  is  capable  of  affording,  in 
whatever  way  it  may  be,  is  fo  far  injurious  to 
himfelf,  his  country,  and  all  mankind,  by  har- 
bouring in  his  bofom  thofe  fecret  but  deflruftive 
enemies  to  human  happinefs,  which  are  fo 
ready,  on  every  flight  occafion,  to  break  forth 
and  involve  all  within  their  reach  in  ftrife, 
confufion,  and  every  evil  work. 

What  can  poUibly  be  more  different  than  the 
profefTors  of  Chriflianity  in  the  feveral  ages  of 
the  world  from  each  other  ?  In  one  age  they 
are  recorded  to  have  been  meek  and  lowly  fol- 
lowers of  their  fufFering  Lord,  yielding  their 
backs  to  the  fcourge,  their  cheeks  to  thofe  who 
plucked  off  the  hair,  and  their  breafts  to  the 
fword  of  the  executioner,  without  murmuring 
or  refiilance — and  even  praying  for  their  mur- 
derers :  in  another,  we  are  ftruck  with  aftoniih- 
mcnt  to  fee  men,  under  the  very  fame  profeflion, 
in  all  the  tinfel  pomp  of  military  parade,  leading 
forth  their  refpcftive  legions  againft  each  other, 
and  contending  even  unto  death  for  fome  trifling 
obje£l, — and  attempting  to  jurtify  their  conduft 
under  the  fpecious  plea  of  ncceflity  ;  but  what 
Avill  inch  a  pica  avail,  in  that  awful  day  when 
jnquifition  is  made  for  blood  ?     Injiruments  of 
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cruelty  are  in  their  habitations — O  my  foul,  come 
vot  thou  into  their  fecrets — unto  their  aJJ'embly,  mine 
honour,  he  not  thou  united ! 

Who  can  avoid  being  fhocked  at  beholding 
the  crofs,  once  the  emblem  of  peace  and  recon- 
ciliation to  the  fons  of  men,  now  ufed  to  excite 
in  their  bofoms  thofe  diabolical  tempers,  from 
■which  the  Lamb  of  God  laid  down  his  life  to 
fave  us.  And  to  heighten  the  dreadful  fcene 
(Oh  !  more  than  folly  and  madnefs  !  )  the 
preachers  of  Chriftianity  pitching  their  tents 
under  the  banners  of  the  deftroying  angel,  and 
llimulating  thofe  who  blindly  rely  on  them  for 
favlng  inftruclion,  to  deeds,  at  the  bare  mention 
of  which  the  heart  of  humanity  recoils,  and 
which  fill  their  unhr.ppy  country  with  widows 
and  orphans.  Who  can  think  of  thcfe  things, 
without  Limentinr  t'le  infatiiation,  icnorance, 
and  dclufion  of  the  prefent  race  of  Chriftians, 
and  dreading  the  awful  efFeiTis  of  fuch  an 
apoflacy  from  a  religion  that  never  did,  nor  ever 
will,  breathe  any  thing  but  Peace  on  Earth 
and  Good-Will  to  Men,. 

And  fliall  we  fee  our  ftrliow-creatures  finking 
by  thoufands  into  a  gulph  of  error  and  dtftrudlion, 
and  not  extehd  an  arm  to  fave  thofe  who  are  yet 

within 
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within  our  reach,  or  even  to  beckon  them  to 
the  (here  ?  Let  not  thofe,  to  whom  truth  has 
been  revealed,  conceal  it  within  their  o^jvn 
breafts,  and  "  fullen,  like  lamps  in  fepulchres," 
fufFer  "  their  fliine  to  enlighten  but  themfelves." 

It  has  been  obferved,  and  with  fome  degree  of 
truth,  that  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line  be- 
tween ofFenfive  and  defenfive  war,  and  between 
defenfive  war  and  that  coercion  which  it  is 
neceflary  that  the  civil  magiftrate  fhould  exer- 
cife  to  reftrain  the  unruly  from  invading  the 
rights  and  difturbing  the  peace  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  It  may  be  fo  to  thofe  who  fufFer 
themfelves  to  be  governed  by  erroneous  prin- 
ciples. If  we  allow  that  the  civil  magiftrate 
has  a  right  on  fome  occafions  to  difpofe  of  the 
lives  of  his  fubjefts,  it  will  then  be  difficult. 
But,  if  we  fet  afide  that  ufurpcd  power  over 
human  life  which  no  mortal  can  juftly  affiirne, 
the  difficulty  vaniffies  in  a  moment.  Here  are 
fixed  the  limits  of  man's  authority,  Thou  jhalt 
not  hill. 

The  right  of  punifliing  even  murder  by  death 
is  queftionable,  and  has  been  confidcred  by  fome 
wife  and  good  men  as  unjuflifiable,  and  incon- 
fiitent    with    the    didates    of  juftice,     policy, 

humanity, 
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humanity,  and  religion*.  In  what  light  then 
muft  the  fame  mode  of  puniflinient  be  regarded 
#iKhen  inflidlcd  for  offences  of  a  lefs  criminal 
nature  ?  And  if  ir.an  appears  not  to  be  endued 
with  any  divine  authority  to  take  away  the  life 
of  man,  for  the  commiHion  of  the  moft  enor- 
mous crimes,  what  can  palliate,  or  juftify,  the 
dcftroying  of  thoufands  uncondemned  by  any 
human  law  ?  There  may  be  a  diftinftioh  made 
in  courts  of  judicature  between  lawful  and  un- 

*  See  Blackftone's  Commentaries  ;  Eden  on  Penal  Law) 
Treatife  on  Criminal  Law ;  the  Marquis  of  Beccaria  on 
Crimes  and  Puniniments ;  Dr.  Ruth,  of  America,  on 
Punifhment  of  Murder  by  Death,  &c.  &c. 

Though  it  may  be  alleged,  that  fome  under  the  Mofaic 
^ifpcnfation  were  permitted  to  iiiflifl  capital  punilhments, 
yet  it  may  be  anfwered  in  the  words  of  one  wifer  than  the 
children  of  men,  that  this  was  fuffered  on  account  of  the 
iiardnefs  of  their  hearts,  but  that  in  the  beginning  it  was 
not  fo,  Cain  (the  firll  unhappy  example  upon  record  of 
the  fatal  effefls  of  unbridled  envy  and  revenge)  though  the 
murderer  of  his  brother,  was  not  doomed  to  death  by  the 
.'almighty,  but  condemned  to  wander  a  wretched  vagabond 
on  the  earth  ;  and  heavy  punifhment  was  threatened  to  any 
who  {hould  kill  him.  (Gen.  iv.)  Nay,  even  though  he 
feemed  to  defue  death  a?  a  refuse  from  thofe  relleftions, 
vhich,  after  the  commilTion  of  that  fatal  crime,  imbittered 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  Human  judice  would  in  this 
cafe  have  condemned  the  unhappy  criminal  to  fuffer  death, 
while  Divine  Wifdom  thought  fit  to  rcfeivc  him  for  othar 
furpofcs. 

C  lawful 
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lawful  murd.:r — between  punilhable  theft  and 
legal  plunder  :  but  what  can  jxiftify  a  Chriftian, 
or  one  who  lays  any  claim  to  humanity,  in 
^depriving  a  man  of  his  life  or  property  againd 
his  will,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  fo  as  to  difmifs 
him  guiltlefs  from  the  bar  of  his  own  confcience  ? 
Before  this  tribunal,  no  fagacity  of  the  moft 
learned  and  -eloquent  advocate  can  prove,  that 
killing  is  not  murder — or  that  it  is  more  jufti- 
fiable  for  a  man  to  land  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
or  any  other  foreign  fhore,  to  deflroy  or  plunder 
its  inhabitants,  than  it  would  be  for  him  to  kill 
the  firft  man  he  met,  who  (hould  refufc  to  fur- 
nifh  him  with  the  means  of  purchafing  fome 
bauble  on  which  his  mind  was  fet.  No  com- 
miflion  from  any  earthly  power  could  ftill  the 
rcmonflrances  of  that  ever-prefent  reprover,  who 
would  be  continually  reminding  him,  that  he 
had  flain  a  man  to  his  hurt,  whofe  blood,  like 
that  of  Abel,  cried  againft  him  from  the  ground. 

A  failor  in  an  engagement  having  difcharged 
one  of  the  guns,  was  fuddenly  fxruck  with  the 
following  thought,  •'  What  if  that  ball  has  killed 
"  a  man  1  "  the  thought  kept  fuch  polTeflion  of 
■  his  mind,  that  he  was  ever  after  unable  again  to 
do  a  fimilar  adlion*.    And  is  it  not  indjfpenfably 

neced'ary 

•  See  an  account  of  Thomas  Luiting  (A.  D.  1663}  in. 

ScwellS  hiftory  of  \\\iQujkeTS. 

Hapyy 


L    27    ] 

neceflary  for  every  oiie  to  confider  what  may  lie 
the  confequences  of  his  entering  into  an  engage- 
ment, in  which  murder  may  not  only  be  pro- 
bable, but  certain  to  be  committed.  This  hand, 
may  the  young  foldier  exclaim,  when  the  (hrill 

trumpet 

Happy  people !  did  they  univerfally  live  up  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  they  profefs  ;  thofc  principles  which  formed 
that  true  philanthropid,  whom  hundreds  followed  forrowing 
lohisgrave;  where  the  reprefentatives  of  potentates,  the  woe- 
worn  flave,  and  men  of  every  rank  (differing  in  complexion, 
language,  and  opinion)  forgot  awhile  the  vain  didinftions 
which  feparatcd  them  from  each  other;  and  as  the  children 
of  one  common  parent,  animated  by  one  foul.  Hood  ia 
awful  expreflive  filence,  and  dropt  a  tributary  tear  to  the 
memory  of  Anthony  Bmezet. 

The  author  of  a  fmall  anonymous  work,  entitled  "  La 
"  Predication,"  which  appeared  at  Paris  in  the  year  17661, 
thus  fpeaks  of  this  remajkable  people  : 

(See  p.  88  of  a  tranllation  of  that  work,  entitled  "  The 
"  Inefficacy  of  Preaching."  London,  J771.  Printed  for 
Wilkie  and  Robfon.) 

*'  Do  you  wifh  to  fee  a  virtuous  people  ?  Repair  to  an 
."  immenfe  city,  the  rival  of  Paris ;  there  you  may  find  S 
"  remaikable  tribe,  mixt  with  the  reft  of  he  world  by 
"  their  occupations,  but  feparated  fiom  hem  by  therr 
"  religion,  and  ftill  more  fo  by'  their  manners.  The 
"  Quakers,  ridiculed  by  the  gay  world,  are  ftrangers  to 
"  intemperance,  brutality,  fraud,  injuftice,  and  violence ; 
"  feldom  charged  with  falfehood,  when  cited  to  appear  as 
"  witnefTcs   in   court*   of  judicature,    the  law   fo   highly 

"  rcfpeai 
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tnimpet  c:uU  to  arms,  is  yet  uni'taliicJ  \\i;h 
human  blood  ;  this  licart  is  as  yet  unfullied  by 
the  guilt  of  murJer  ;  but  when  I  return  in 
the  evening  (if  ever  I  do  return)  can  I  rca- 
fonably  expecEl  to  enjoy  this  comfortable  re- 
fledion  ?     No  ;  if  1  reiled  at  all,  a  confcioiif- 

ncfs 

"  refpf  £ls  their  probity,  that  it  admits  tbcir  aflirmation  in 
."  lieu  of  an  oa'h.  In  tiade,  which  thev  are  all  engaged 
"  in,  the  buyer  ncrer  alis  abatement,  becaufe  lie  knows 
"  the  feller  will  not  exaA.  The  law  to  punifli  bankrupts 
"  was  not  made  againR  thent,  for  if,  by  an  inevitable  mif- 
"  foiiu:\e,  a  Quaker  fhould  fail,  his  brethren  would  fct 
"  him  up  again.  They  are  never  found  in  tumults,  or 
*'  popular  commotions;  and  being  excluded  from  all  polls, 
"  dignities,  and  honours,  they  know  how  to  be  happy  in 
*'  humility,  in  a  clofe  application  to  their  bulinefs,  and  in 
"  the  bofom  of  their  families.  They  praflife  one  virtue, 
"  which  will  always  render  them  obnoxious  to  princes  ; 
"  and  that  is,  they  will  not  fight.  They  fay,  there  are  lions 
"  and  tigers  enough  without  them ;  but,  in  obedience  to 
"  the  laws,  they  furnilh  money  to  feed  the  lions  and  tigers. 
"  This  flock  of  fheep,  this  band  of  honell  people,  is  onfy 
"  a  remnant,  as  is  well  known,  of  that  large  colony  which 
*'  makes  Penfylvania  flourilh.  That  juft  and  pacific  con- 
"  queror,  William  Penn,  forfook  the  plcafures,  the  titles, 
"  and  the  elegances  of  Londoi»,  and  went  to  cilabliOi  the 
"  reign  of  virtue  among  the  favages  of  America  :  without 
•'  arms,  deceit,  or  violence,  he  purthafed  of  them  bis 
"  empire,  and  gave  to  the  metropolis  of  it  the  noble  name 
"  of  Philadelphia,  becaufe  it  was  founded  on  brotherlv- 
«'  love." 

Although 


nefs  of  injiiftice,  violence,  and  flaughter  may 
weigh  me  down  to  the  earth  ;  and  then  even 
fleep,  that  image  of  death,  may  not  afford  me 
refpite.  My  bufy  fpirit,  unreprefTed  by  my 
tired  limbs,  may  in  horrid  vifions  be  adling 
over  again  the  fatal  deeds  of  the  irrevocable  day. 

Self-prefervation  is  allowed  to  be  the  firft  law 
of  nature  ;  but  this  principle,  which  is  often 
improperly  urged  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  a 
man's  deftroying  another's  life  to  fave  his  own, 
is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  arguments  to  Aipport  the 
caufe  I  am  pleading.  The  brutes,  taught  by 
inftinft  (as  it  is  called)  will  give  up  all  to  pro- 
long their  exillence  ;  and  fome  of  them,  when 
taken  in  a  fnare,  will,  with  a  courage  more 
than  human,  gnaw  off  a  limb  to  fave  their  en- 

Although  this  defcrlptlon  may  perhaps  be  regarded  as  a 
mere  panegyric  in  rcfpetl  of  too  many  of  ihofe  who  wear 
the  external  garb  of  Quakerifm,  yet  it  is  but  the  genuine 
elfefts  of  thofe  principles  held  by  the  firft  founders  of  this 
feft,  and  which  are  ftill  profelTed  by  and  exemplified  in  the 
aftions  of  a  noble  few,  who  tread  in  the  fteps  of  their 
humble  and  pious  predeccfTors. 

Among  the  chaff  of  ci;eiy  fefk  may  be  obfervcd,  by  thofe 
who  can  look  beyond  the  outward  appearance,  a  few  grains 
of  good  feed,  bringing  forth  the  gracious  fruits  of  righteouf- 
nefs  and  peace.  May  the  hour  foon  arrive  in  which  their 
fevetal  prejudices  againfl  each  other  may  be  laid  J^fide,  and, 
ihey  may  all  be  united  in  one  faith. 

C  3  dangered 
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dangered  lives.  They  thus  adl  up  to  the  pcr- 
feftion  of  their  nature  ;  and  had  man,  like  them, 
no  higher  privilege  than  mortal  exiftence,  he 
would  b?  afting  right  in  following  their  example. 
But  man  has  fomething  more  than  raortal  lite  to 
preferve,  fomething  that  may  more  properly  bs 
confidered  himjelf—di  foul  to  guard  from  every 
taint  of  guilt  and  difobedrcnce  to  his  Creator's 
will  :  to  preferve  this  thtrefore,  he  fliould  give 
up  all,  even  the  natural  life  itfelf,  rather  than 
fuiFer  it  to  contrail  a  pollution  which  might 
accompany  him  beyond  the  grave,  and  incapa- 
citate him  for  future  happinefs. 

The  man,  who  to  fave  his  own  life  flays 
another,  may  prolong  it  only  to  be  deftroyed  by 
a  fever,  or  fome  other  diforder  ;  which,  for 
aught  he  knows,  may  carry  him  off  in  thecourfc 
of  a  few  hours  ;  or  his  cxiiKnce  here  may  be 
only  lengthened  to  pine  away  under  the  mourn-' 
ful  rcfleftion,  that  a  fellow-creature  has  funk 
lifelefs  to  the  trround  beneath  his  murderincr  arm. 

\ 

The  man,  who,  after  attempting  every  pof- 
fibie  means  of  cfcape,  fuffers  himfelf  to  be 
deprived  of  cxiflence  in  this  world,  becaufe  he 
dare  not  lift  up  his  hand  againd  the  life  of  a 
fellow-cieature,  may  be  regarded  as  weak  and 
pufillanincus.   But  what  then  ?— Will  the  cen- 

fure 
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fure  of  a  few  frail  miftaken  mortals  difturb  his 
quiet  remains  in  the  filent  tomb  ;  or  dived  his 
innocent  fplrit  of  the  peaceful  reflcdion,  that 
he  died  without  having  added  to  his  other 
offences  the  guilt  of  murder  ?  It  is  true,  he 
may  have  left  behind  hinv  thofe  who  ftood  in 
need  of  his  proteilion  and  fupport  :  but  he  lias 
left  them  ilill  within  the  reach  of  the  boundlcfs 
and  unwearied  benevolence  of  Him,  who  is  not- 
likely  to  withhold  his  all-fufficient  care  from 
►hofe  connecSlons  which  have  been  given  up  for 
his  fake.  If  fuch  a  man  be  in  error,  his  error  is- 
on  the  fide  of  mercy  :  it  is  not  his  alone  ;  he  has 
an  example  for  it  in  the  conduft  of  the  Primitive 

Chriftians of   the    firft    great    preachers    of 

Chriftianity,  the  ApolHes  ;  and  it  is  founded  on 
the  precepts  and  pradlice  of  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf. 

The  chief  ann  of  thofe  who  argue  in  behalf 
fif  defenfive  war  is  directed  at  the  pallions, which 
are  but  too  apt  to  receive  fudden  impreflions 
without  the  affent  of  the  underftanding,  and  to 
hurry  men  into  a^^ions,  which  in  their  more 
refiefling  moments  they  cannot  but  difapprove. 
And  to  fuch  ftraits  are  they  driven  for  arguments 
on  this  head,  that  they  generally  put  cafes  which 
very  feldom,  if  ever,  occur  :  "  Suppofe,"  will 
they  fay,  "  that  not  only  a  man's  own  life  be  in 
"  danger,  but  the  life  alfo  of  his  wife  and  chil- 

"  dren. 
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^'  dren,  can  religion,  can  Chrifliahity,  forbid 
"  him  to  ftand  forth  in  their  defence  ;  and,  if 
*■'  necedity  requires  it,  to  flay  the  afTailant  ?  " 
Nature  would,  no  doubt,  feel  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion  more  than  words  can  exprefs.  But  let  us 
remember,  that  there  may  be  a  ftill  greater  trial 
of  our  dependence  upon  our  Maker — were  we 
commanded,  as  faithful  Abraham  was,  to  offer 
up  an  only  child  !  His  condudl  may  well  ferve 
as  a  comment  upon  thofe  palTages,  in  which  our 
Taleffed  Saviour  thus  addrefles  his  difciples :  He 
thai  h-veth  father  or  mother  tnore  than  rne,  is  not 
worthy  of  me  ;  and  he  that  loveth  fon  or  daughter 
more  than  me.  Is  not  worthy  of  me.— He  that  will 
fcsve  his  life  fhidl  hfc  it,  and  he  that  lofeth  his  life 
for  my  fake  fkall  find  it.  (Matt.  x.  37,  39.  See 
alfo  Mark  x.  35.  Luke  xiv.  26.)  This  alfo 
may  be  an  example  for  our  imitation  in  the 
trying  hour  of  afflidling  difpenfations,  (hould 
fuch  be  allotted  us.. 

There  are  certainly  duties  which  we  owe  to 
ourfelves,  our  relations,  friends,  country,  and 
all  mankind — duties,  which  juftice,  humanity^ 
and  religion  require  us  to  fulfil  ;  unlefs  they 
come  in  competition  with  that  higher  and  more, 
important  duty  of  obedience,  which  we  owe  to 
the  Supreme  and  Benevolent  Parent  of  all. 
When  thefe  feveral  duties  clafh  with  each  other 

(which 
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■  which  Uiey  never  do  but  through  too  great  an 
attention  to  our  worldly  intereft)  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
which  of  the  two  ought  to  give  way. 

The  duties  wc  owe  to  our  fellow-creatures,  and 
which  arife  from  our  lituations  in  this  ftate,  and 
tie  us  to  each  other  in  the  various  connexions  ot 
kindred,  friendihip,  and  love,  are  no  otherwifc 
to  be  riglitly  maintained  than  by  an  unrefcrved 
obedience  to  the  diitatcs  of  Divine  Wifdom  ; 
which  obedience,  as  it  aflimilatcs  us  to  the 
Divine  Nature,  is  the  only  ground  and  way  to 
prefent  and  future  happinefs. 

Thefe,  I  truft,  are  truly  Chriftian  principles  ; 
and  upon  fuch  principles  alone  can  univerfal 
peace  ever  be  eftablifhed  :  the  promulgation  ot 
them  can  never  prove  inimical  to  any  govern- 
ment ;  for  the  man  who  dares  not  lift  up  his 
hand  agalnft  a  fellow-creature,  in  defence  of  his 
own  property,  life,  and  dcareft  connexions,  will 
hardly  be  fcduced  to  aft  with  violence  upon  any 
lefs  motives;  and  he,  whofe  eveiy  aftion  is 
framed  according  to  the  will  of  God,  will  never 
willingly  or  knowingly  offend,  much  Icfs  injure, 
thofe  whom  his  Maker  has  commanded  and 
taught  him  to  love  even  as  himfelf. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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Q HOULD  thefe  pages  fall  into  the  hands  of 
^  any  of  thofe  brave,  but  miftaken  men, 
who  are  engaged  in  what  is  termed  the  fervice 
of  their  country,  they  are  requefted  to  favour 
them  with  a  ferious  and  candid  perufal — widely 
as  they  muft  differ  from  the  author,  it  has  been 
his  endeavour  to  avoid  giving  them  or  others  the 
fiighteft  caufe  of  offence.  It  is  far,  very  far, 
from  his  intention  to  condemn  them,  even  in; 
thought.  He  is  firmly  perfuaded  that  many  of 
them  aft  lincerely,  though,  perhaps  ignorantly 
in  unhcUcf.  To  their  own  mafter  muft  every 
one  ftand  or  fall.  Happy  ivould  he  efteem  him- 
felf  to  become  the  inftrument  of  awaking  in 
their  hearts  thofe  latent  fuggeftions,  which,,  if 
aitetided  to,  would  lead  them  to  lay  afide  the 
weapons  of  carnal  warfare,  and  enlift  under  the 
banners  of  the  captain  of  their  fnlvation  :  there 
would  they  find  a  more  ample  field  for  the  ex- 
ertion of  their  fortitude  and  courage  ;  and,  by 
ceafing  from  contentions  for  a  perilhable  chaplet 
and  an  uncertain  reward  from  mt'n,becomecandi- 

daies 
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dates  for  an  unfading  immortal  crown,  the  fure 
recompenfe  of  the  juft,  from  the  great  giver  of 
tvery  good  and  perfeft  gift. 

When  we  confider  the  charafler,  abilities, 
learning,  and  influence  of  many  worthy  men, 
who,  blinded  by  the  prejudices  of  education, 
plead  in  behalf  of  defenfive  war,  there  is  but 
little  caufe  to  wonder  at  the  lefs  informed  and 
lefs  thoughtful  part  of  mankind  falling  into  this 
fatal  error. 

A  fufficiency  to  furnifh  the  contents  of  a 
volume,  and  that  no  inconiiderable  one,  con- 
demning the  praftice  of  war  in  general,  might 
be  feledled  from  the  writings  of  eminent  cha- 
radlers  of  the  prefent  day,  efpecially  of  the 
Bilhops,  &c.  of  the  eftablifhment  :  and  yet 
(ftrange  and  unaccountable  as  it  is)  at  every 
ordination,  held  generally  four  times  in  each 
year,  fubfcriptions  are  required  from  the  candi- 
dates for  holy  orders,  to  articles  which  contain 
this  truly  antichridian  tenet,  as  the  doctrine  of 
truth,  "  That  it  is  lawful  for  Chriftians  to  wear 
"  weapons,  and  ferve  in  the  wars."  What  is 
this  but  fuffering  men  blindly  to  alTent  to  propo- 
fitions  as  true,  which  arc  moft  evidently  falfe, 
and  fpreading  dill  more  wide  the  fatal  influence 
of  3  dangerous  and  deftru£live  error — making  an 

acknowledgment 
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acknowledgment  of  the  very  mark  of  Aiuichrlfl 
part  of  the  qualification  of  a  miniftcr  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  and,  as  it  were,  leading  men 
into  the  facrcd  recefTcs  of  the  fancluary  with  a 
in  their  right  hand  r  May  thofe  whom  this 
remark  concerns,  give  it  the  confideration  which 
it  fo  well  dcferves ! 

Others  again  who  diffent  from  the  eftablifhed 
church,  on  matters  of  doubtful  difputation,  fpe- 
culative  opinions,  forms,  and  ceremonies,  yet 
retain  and  plead  for  this  moft  objeflionable  error ; 
many  of  almoft  every  party,  while  feparating 
from,  and  difputing  with  each  other,  for  the 
fyftems  and  theories  of  conceited,  felfifli,  proud, 
or  interefted  men,  are  a£ling  in  diredl  contra- 
diftion  to  the  real  principles  and  moft  eflential 
doftrinesof  Chriftianity. 


FINIS. 
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